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| spent a memorable New Year's Eve weekend in the Clink. No, it's not what you might
think. Clink is a contemporary restaurant located in the Liberty Hotel in Boston, where my
husband and 1 celebrated the holiday with friends visiting from Italy. The restaurant's
whimsical name and old brick walls with iron bars are grim reminders of the hotel's storied
past.

The Liberty Hotel sits on the site of the former Charles Street Jail, downtown in the
Beacon Hill section of the city. Built between 1848-1851, the jail was maverick in its
design and orientation. Part of a reform movement to improve inhumane conditions for
prisoners, Gridley James Fox Bryant, one of the most renowned architects of the time,
and penal advocate Reverend Louls Dwight collaborated on this innovative project, using
30 arched windows to bring natural light and ventilation into the facility. The jail's infamous
guest list over the years has included James Michael Curley, Malcolm X, the Boston
Strangler, anarchists Sacco and Vanzetti, and Frank Abagnale, Jr. (played by Leonardo
DiCapric in Catch Me If You Can.)

The granite building (one of the best examples of what became known as the Boston

Granite Styie) was designed in the form of a cross, with four wings spreading out from a

central tower. The heavy gray stone exterior looks like an impenetrable fortress, built to

- last. Some 220 prisoners were housed in single 8x10 cells and iron catwalks along the
interior allowed guards to pace up and down to oversee them. Based on the rehabilitation-
oriented "Auburn Plan,” prisoners were encouraged to work and mingle during the day

before they retired to their cells.
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About 120 years later, the institution had become filthy, overcrowded, riot prone, and
deemed unsuitable for habitation, even by prisoners. It was then that the residents were
moved to a new jail (called the Suffolk County Jail) that opened in 1991 and
Massachusetts General Hospital acquired the building with the intent of repurposing its
use while preserving it character. This involved saving the stone exterior and other
significant architectural elements. The $150 million makeover, completed in 2007, created
a luxury hotel with a theme that playfully, but poignantly, reminds guests of the building's
colorful history.

An adjacent 16-story tower was constructed to provide additional space, creating a total of
298 rooms and suites (ranging in size from 400-800 square feet), including 18 within the
original footprint of the jail. The iron catwalks have been preserved and converted into
three stories of balconies surrounding a soaring 90-foot atrium lobby. Guests enter the
dramatic lobby through one of two long escalators from the ground floor street entrance.
The hotel's trendy bar, once the holding tank for inebriates, is now decorated with mug
shots and aptly named "Alibi."

Decorated in neutrals and black, the rooms are modern and comfortable, some with views
of the nearby Charles River. They offer Molton Brown toiletries, fine linens, flat screen
TVs, and free internet connectivity. The only in-room reminder of the building's stark
history is a subtle design on the black and ecru window drapes. With good food and
libations, good company, and Christmas trees suspended upside down from the towering
ceiling, spending New Year's Eve at The Liberty was a unigue setting to think about past,
present, and future.

The Liberty Hotel, 215 Charles Street, Boston, Massachusetfts

Information and rates

Other U.S. hotels with storied histories:

» The Hotel Monaco Baltimore is located in the former headquarters of the B&O
Railroad.

+ The Hotel Monaco Washington is located in the former DC General Post Office.

« The Westin Minneapolis is located in the former Farmers and Mechanics Bank

Building.
o The Cork Factory Hotel in Lancaster, Pennsylvania is located in a former cork
factory.
» The Edgefield in Troutdale, Oregon is located in the former Multnomah County
. Poorhouse.. = = _
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